RET URN    OF    THE    HERO	2OI
It was they, the simple-minded folk, who worked away in faith,
never expecting the slightest reward, who inspired me to the proper
level, and who compelled me by their great sacrifice, by their great
faith, by their great trust in the great God to do the work that I was
able to do. It is my misfortune that I and my "wife have been obliged
to work in the limelight, and you have magnified out of all proportion
this little work we have been able to do.55
"They deserve the crown which you would seek to impose upon
us," he added. "These young men deserve all the adjectives that
you have so affectionately, but blindly, lavished upon us. It was not
only the Hindus who struggled, but there were Muslims, Parsis and
Christians, and almost every part of India was represented in the
struggle. They realized the common danger, and they realized also
what their destiny was as Indians, and it wTas they, and they alone,
who matched the soul force against the physical force.55
Gandhi gave refreshingly original views on every occasion. Pro-
posing the toast of the British Empire at the Madras Law Dinner,
he said: "As a passive resister, I discovered that a passive resister
has to make good his claim to passive resistance, no matter under
what circumstances he finds himself, and I discovered that the
British Empire had certain ideals with which I have fallen in love
and one of those ideals is that every subject of the British Empire
has the freest scope possible for his energies and honour, and
whatever he thinks is due to his conscience. I think that this is true
of the British Empire, as it is not true of any other government.
I feel, as you here perhaps know, that I am no lover of any
government and I have more than once said that that government
is best which governs least. And I have found that it is possible for
me to be governed least under the Birtish Empire. Hence my loyalty
to the British Empire."
On April 27 Gandhi addressed the students at the Y.M.C.A.,
Srinivasa Sastri occupying the chair:
"Madras has wellnigh exhausted the English vocabulary in using
adjectives of virtue with reference to my wife and myself and, if I may
be called upon to give an opinion as to where I have been smothered
with kindness, love and attention, I would have to say: it is Madras.
But as I have said so often, I believed it of Madras. So it is no wonder
that you are lavishing all these kindnesses with unparalleled genero-
sity, and now the worthy president of the Servants of India Society—

